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Dear fellow parishioners,  
As you prepare for coming to class on Monday, it would be great if you took some time to review the scripture 
passage of when Jesus cleanses the temple.   

 
 
Cleansing of the Temple.       John 2:13-22 
Since the Passover of the Jews was near, Jesus went up to Jerusalem.  He found in the temple area those who 
sold oxen, sheep, and doves, as well as the money-changers seated there.  He made a whip out of cords and 
drove them all out of the temple area, with the sheep and oxen, and spilled the coins of the money-changers 
and overturned their tables, and to those who sold doves he said, “Take these out of here, and stop making my 
Father’s house a marketplace.”  His disciples recalled the words of scripture, “Zeal for your house will consume 
me.”   
 
At this the Jews answered and said to him, “What sign can you show us for doing this?”  Jesus answered and 
said to them, “Destroy this temple and in three days I will raise it up.”  The Jews said, “This temple has been 
under construction for forty-six years, and you will raise it up in three days?”  But he was speaking about the 
temple of his body. Therefore, when he was raised from the dead, his disciples remembered that he had said 
this, and they came to believe the scripture and the word Jesus had spoken. 
 
 

The Catechism of the Catholic Church says: 
 
586 Far from having been hostile to the Temple, where he gave the essential part of his teaching, Jesus was 
willing to pay the Temple-tax, associating with him Peter, whom he had just made the foundation of his future 
Church.  He even identified himself with the Temple by presenting himself as God's definitive dwelling-place 
among men. Therefore, his being put to bodily death presaged the destruction of the Temple, which would 
manifest the dawning of a new age in the history of salvation: "The hour is coming when neither on this 
mountain nor in Jerusalem will you worship the Father." 
 
1197 Christ is the true temple of God, "the place where his glory dwells"; by the grace of God, Christians also 
become the temples of the Holy Spirit, living stones out of which the Church is built. 
 
What does Jesus’ body have to do with the temple? 
 
MORE TOMORROW, I HOPE 
Fr. Daniel 
 
 


