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Sunday Readings 

 

 

Opening Prayer 

 

Grant your faithful, we pray, almighty God, the resolve to 
run forth to meet your Christ with righteous deeds at his 
coming, so that, gathered at his right hand, they may be 
worthy to possess the heavenly Kingdom. Through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. Amen. 

(source: The Roman Missal, Third Typical Edition) 

 

 

 

Mass Readings 
 

Reading 1                                       Jeremiah 33: 14-16 

 
The days are coming, says the LORD, when I will fulfill the 
promise  I made to the house of Israel and Judah. In those 
days, in that time, I will raise up for David a just shoot ; he shall 
do what is right and just in the land. In those days Judah shall 
be safe and Jerusalem shall dwell secure; this is what they 
shall call her: “The LORD our justice.”  
 

             The Word of the Lord 
 

Commentary on Jeremiah: 

         The prophet lives in desperate times. The Kingdom of 
Judah is caught between conflicting world powers much greater 
than itself. If it allies itself with one, the other will ravage it. The 
kings walk a tightrope of shifting political alliances. They cannot 
be safe by trusting in these human strategies. Jeremiah calls the 
nation to the only alliance which will assure it real safety: 
faithfulness to the Covenant. Not only is he ignored, he is 
actually accused of sedition and treachery. He is condemned to 
prison and torture. Eventually, the last descendent of King David 
is deposed, blinded, and dies in exile. Jeremiah proclaims that 
God will send a new David (Messianic king) to lead a newly 
faithful people in peace and justice. In the darkest of times, God 
will come to rescue the people and lead them back to glory. 
“Justice” and “peace” in Scripture derive primarily from a 
nation’s right relationship with God. These are dynamic terms 
with implications for law, morality, social order, and fulfilled 
aspirations. Only God can give these results to a people 
committed wholeheartedly to the terms of the Covenant. 
Christians have seen the promises come true in Jesus the 
Christ, Son of David, who inaugurates God’s everlasting 

kingdom on earth. 

___________________________________________________ 

 

Question for Understanding: 

What promise did the LORD make to the house of Israel? 

 
Question for Discussion: 

What are the promises the LORD made to you?  How have 
they been fulfilled? 
___________________________________________________ 

 

 

Responsorial Psalm                 Ps 25:4-5, 8-9, 10,14 

 

R. To you, O Lord, I lift my soul. 

Your ways, O LORD, make known to me; 
teach me your paths, 
Guide me in your truth and teach me, 
for you are God my savior, 
and for you I wait all the day.  

R. To you, O Lord, I lift my soul. 

 
Good and upright is the LORD; 
thus he shows sinners the way. 
He guides the humble to justice, 

and teaches the humble his way.  



R. To you, O Lord, I lift my soul. 

 
All the paths of the LORD are kindness and constancy 
toward those who keep his covenant and his decrees. 
The friendship of the LORD is with those who fear him, 

and his covenant, for their instruction.  

R. To you, O Lord, I lift my soul. 

Reading 2                          1 Thessalonians 3:12– 4:2 

 
Brothers and sisters: May the Lord make you increase and 
abound in love for one another and for all, just as we have for 
you, so as to strengthen your hearts, to be blameless in 
holiness before our God and Father at the coming of our Lord 
Jesus with all his holy ones. Amen. Finally, brothers and sisters, 
we earnestly ask and exhort you in the Lord Jesus that, as you 
received from us how you should conduct yourselves to please 
God and as you are conducting yourselves you do so even 
more. For you know what instructions we gave you through the 
Lord Jesus. 

                     The Word of the Lord 
 

Commentary on 1 Thessalonians: 
     Here, we have a section of the very first book in the Christian 
Scriptures to be written for the guidance of the community. Paul 
wrote to the Church at Thessalonica around 55 AD to offer 
consolation and the correction of false teachings. Some 
believers are dying without having yet seen the Second Coming 
of Christ. Archconservative Jewish Christians are saying those 
who die before Christ returns will be denied participation in the 
rewards of the kingdom. Paul responds with vigor that those 
who are in Christ will not lack for eternal life in resurrection. 

They only need to be faithful while still in the world. 
______________________________________________ 

 

Question for Understanding: 

What is Paul asking the Church in Thessalonica? 

   
Question for Discussion: 

What are the ways you are conducting yourself to please 
God as Paul is asking of the Church in Thessalonica?  

_______________________________________________ 

 

Gospel                                        Luke 21:25-28, 34-36 

 
Jesus said to his disciples: “There will be signs in the sun, the 
moon, and the stars, and on earth nations will be in dismay,  
perplexed by the roaring of the sea and the waves. People will 
die of fright in anticipation of what is coming upon the world, for 
the powers of the heavens will be shaken. And then they will 
see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and great 
glory. 
But when these signs begin to happen, stand erect and raise 
your heads because your redemption is at hand. “Beware that 

your hearts do not become drowsy from carousing and 
drunkenness and the anxieties of daily life, and that day catch 
you by surprise like a trap. For that day will assault everyone 
who lives on the face of the earth. Be vigilant at all times  
and pray that you have the strength to escape the tribulations 

that are imminent and to stand before the Son of Man.” 

 

            The Gospel of the Lord 

Commentary on Luke: 
     The world of commerce is preparing for fulfillment of its 
monetary projections. The Christian world prepares for the 
celebration of the birth of Christ. The Liturgy of the Church calls 
the community to prepare for the Second Coming. There are 
different agendas in different communities. We have vastly 
different goals in the many kinds of communities to which we 
belong. So, we take different means to achieve those goals. In 
our businesses, we promote and we market. In the Christian 
communities, we enter into a mode of expectation. We look 
back and we look forward. In Luke, just as in Mark and Matthew, 
Jesus uses apocalyptic imagery to proclaim the fulfillment of 
God’s intentions for the world. The “Day of the Lord” had 
originally been seen as a time of triumph and victory for Jews 
over their enemies. The prophets, particularly Amos (5:18-20), 
saw the Day as one of judgment and setting things right in the 
world. Jesus picks up on that prophetic tradition to announce a 
day of reckoning. He calls his followers to watchfulness and 
readiness. Since Luke wrote this Gospel at a later time than 
Paul wrote his letters, we sense that a shift has taken place in 
the community’s perception of when the “end” will come. It is 
already around 90 or 95 in the Common Era. It has been almost 
70 years since the death, resurrection, and ascension of the 
Lord. When and what kind of “end” do we suppose is going to 
occur? The Church is going to be around for a while more, it 
seems! What are we to do in the meantime? The sort of 
“watchfulness” which seemed appropriate to Paul does not 
seem to fit anymore. How can we stay in a constant state of 
preparedness? We know that our military forces, for example, 
can only sustain a state of alert for so long. In the long run and 
for the long haul, our state of preparedness will be different from 
the “high alert” status of those who expect the end of the world 
to come tomorrow. 
 What the Church needs today, just as in the days when 
Luke wrote, is a message of hope and of encouragement. 
Perseverance, making the world fit for the eventual Return, 

seems to be the task and the mission now. 

_______________________________________________ 

 

Question for Understanding: 

What is Jesus describing in today’s Gospel? 
 

Question for Discussion: 

In what ways can you remain “vigilant” for the coming of 
the events described in the today’s Gospel? 

_______________________________________________ 
Watch the Video 



  

Please watch the reflection on the weekly readings 
prepared by the staff at Parish of the Holy Eucharist.  It 
can be found on the parish website at www.pothe.org or 
you may obtain copies of the DVD at the parish office. 
See www.POTHE.org to watch the video or use the DVD 
provided by the parish. 

 

 
ADVENT: 

Advent means “The Lord comes to the People of the Promise.” 
The Church stands in the middle of God’s fulfillment of the 
promises made long ago. The Lord came to bring light to a 
people in darkness with the birth of the Son of God. The Lord 
comes to us today in word and in sacrament, in loving service 
through the ministry of believers. The Lord will come again at 
the completion of history to introduce the world into the reign of 
God forever. Past, present and future are the arena of God’s 

work. Jesus Christ was, is and will be forever! 

 

 

 

CATHOLIC DOCTRINE 
Some of us are puzzled by the fact that the Church insists on 
the theme of the “End of the World” or the “Second Coming of 
Christ” when we are actually preparing for the Feast of 
Christmas. What are we celebrating anyway? The First or the 
Second Coming? We might find some answer in looking at the 
Second Coming in a more positive and friendly light. Christ will 
come again to fulfill all of God’s marvelous promises. The Day 
of the Lord is a day of blessing and of glory. It is a time when 
God’s faithful people will have overcome even death itself and 
all its accompanying sufferings and pain. We need to reposition 
ourselves in a more positive stance with respect to the Day of 
the Lord. Jesus Christ will come to bless us and to reward us for 
our faithfulness. We can look to that day with eagerness rather 
than with fear. Standing in the middle of history, where God is at 
work in the unfolding of the eternal plan of salvation, we live in a 
present time, heirs of our past blessings (including the great 
blessing of the Incarnation and the Birth of the Son of God 
among us for our salvation), but looking forward always with 
eagerness to that greatest of all blessings, the fulfillment of the 
eternal plan of God. Past, present and future are the object of 
our liturgical celebrations. In liturgy, God speaks to us and we 
speak to God, using symbolic language and gestures. We make 
the past present again as we remember the saving deeds of 
Christ in the Easter Triduum. We live out the Easter realities 
until their crowning in Pentecost. We begin the whole cycle 
again each year as we move into Advent. The seasons are, as it 
were, “sacraments” of God’s love for us. The invisible realities of 
God’s mercy and love are made visible in the gestures and 
proclamations of the calendar. We allow the seasons to speak 
to us and God speaks through the unfolding of the year. “…(By) 

sharing in the long preparation for the Savior’s first coming, the 
faithful renew their ardent desire for His second coming.” 

Catechism #524. 

See The Catechism # 1163-78 

 
QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION 

1. Do you think the Church community still awaits the 
coming of Christ in any real way? What evidence do you see for 

your answer? 

2. The Church is constantly at prayer in the worldwide 
celebration of the Eucharist, the Liturgy of the Hours, the other 
gatherings of the faithful for prayer. How is this a response to 

Christ’s invitation to prayer and watchfulness?  

3. What can Christians do to restore the spirit of Advent 
as one of preparation and expectation of the coming of Christ 
without merely being negative toward the commercialism of the 

season? 

 

 

 

Conclude with the “Our Father” 
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