
 Parish of the Holy Eucharist 
Small Group Faith Sharing Material 
4th Sunday of Advent—December 21, 2014 
Sunday Readings 

Opening Prayer 
 
Pour forth, we beseech you, O Lord, your grace into our 
hearts, that we, to whom the Incarnation of Christ your 
Son was made known by the message of an Angel, may 
by his Passion and Cross be brought to the glory of his 
Resurrection. Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

(source: The Roman Missal, Third Typical Edition) 
 

 
 

Mass Readings 
 
Reading 1                              2 Sm 7:1-5, 8B-12, 14A, 16 
 
When King David was settled in his palace, and the LORD 
had given him rest from his enemies on every side, he 
said to Nathan the prophet, “Here I am living in a house of 
cedar, while the ark of God dwells in a tent!” Nathan 
answered the king, “Go, do whatever you have in mind, 
for the LORD is with you.” But that night the LORD spoke 
to Nathan and said: “Go, tell my servant David, ‘Thus says 
the LORD: Should you build me a house to dwell in?’ “It 

was I who took you from the pasture and from the care 
of the flock to be commander of my people Israel. I have 
been with you wherever you went, and I have destroyed 
all your enemies before you. And I will make you famous 
like the great ones of the earth. I will fix a place for my 
people Israel; I will plant them so that they may dwell in 
their place without further disturbance. Neither shall the 
wicked continue to afflict them as they did of old, since 
the time I first appointed judges over my people Israel. I 
will give you rest from all your enemies. The LORD also 
reveals to you that he will establish a house for you. And 
when your time comes and you rest with your ancestors, 
I will raise up your heir after you, sprung from your loins, 
and I will make his kingdom firm. I will be a father to him, 
and he shall be a son to me. Your house and your 
kingdom shall endure forever before me; your throne 
shall stand firm forever.” 
     The Word of the Lord 
 
 
Question for Understanding 
How does the house the Lord wanted to build for David 
differ from the house David wanted to build for the Lord? 
 
Question for Faith-Sharing 
Which line from the text comforts you and challenges 
you this Advent? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Responsorial Psalm                     Ps 89:2-3, 4-5, 27-29 
 
R. For ever I will sing the goodness of the Lord. 
 
The promises of the LORD I will sing forever; 
through all generations my mouth shall proclaim your 
faithfulness. 
For you have said, “My kindness is established forever”; 
in heaven you have confirmed your faithfulness. 
R. For ever I will sing the goodness of the Lord. 
 



“I have made a covenant with my chosen one, 
I have sworn to David my servant: 
Forever will I confirm your posterity 
and establish your throne for all generations.” 
R. For ever I will sing the goodness of the Lord. 
 
“He shall say of me, ‘You are my father, 
my God, the Rock, my savior.’ 
Forever I will maintain my kindness toward him, 
and my covenant with him stands firm.” 
R. For ever I will sing the goodness of the Lord. 
 
 
 
 
 
Reading 2                                                    Rom 16: 25-27 
Brothers and sisters: To him who can strengthen you, 
according to my gospel and the proclamation of Jesus 
Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery kept 
secret for long ages but now manifested through the 
prophetic writings and, according to the command of the 
eternal God, made known to all nations to bring about the 
obedience of faith, to the only wise God, through Jesus 
Christ be glory forever and ever. Amen. 
                                                 The Word of the Lord 
 
 
 
Question for Understanding 
How and why was the revelation of the mystery of God 
manifested? 
 
Question for Faith-Sharing 
What does “obedience of faith” mean for you? 
 
 
 
 
Gospel                                                       Lk 1: 26-38 
 
The angel Gabriel was sent from God to a town of Galilee 
called Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed to a man named 
Joseph, of the house of David, and the virgin’s name was 

Mary. And coming to her, he said, “Hail, full of grace! The 
Lord is with you.” But she was greatly troubled at what was 
said and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. 
Then the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you 
have found favor with God. “Behold, you will conceive in 
your womb and bear a son, and you shall name him 
Jesus. 
He will be great and will be called Son of the Most High, 
and the Lord God will give him the throne of David his 
father, and he will rule over the house of Jacob forever, 
and of his kingdom there will be no end.” But Mary said to 
the angel, “How can this be, since I have no relations with 
a man?” And the angel said to her in reply, “The Holy Spirit 
will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will 
overshadow you. Therefore the child to be born will be 
called holy, the Son of God. And behold, Elizabeth, your 
relative, has also conceived a son in her old age, and this 
is the sixth month for her who was called barren; for 
nothing will be impossible for God.” Mary said, “Behold, I 
am the handmaid of the Lord. May it be done to me 
according to your word.” Then the angel departed from 
her. 
    The Gospel of the Lord 
 
Question for Understanding 
How did Mary change through this text of the Gospel? 
 
Question for Faith-Sharing 
When have you said to God, “May it be done to me 
according to your word?” 
 
 

Commentary 
 
Luke 
 
     Luke and Matthew provide infancy narratives 
concerning Jesus. Mark and John do not. Luke intends to 
show that the marvelous events surrounding the birth of 
Jesus already give evidence that God is at work in this 
man. Luke is theologian rather than historian in the present
-day meaning of these words. His intention is to 
communicate religious truth and not merely the raw data of 
history. His book is intended as a witness to the works of 

CHRISTMAS MASS SCHEDULE 
 

St. Jude in Freeport – Christmas Eve at 4:00 PM and 6:00 PM 
St. Gregory in Gray – Christmas Eve at 4:00 PM and 6:00 PM and Christmas Day at 8:30 AM 
Sacred Heart in Yarmouth – Christmas Eve at 4:00 PM and 6:00 PM and Christmas Day at 9:00 AM 
Holy Martyrs in Falmouth – Christmas Eve at 4:00 PM and 6:00 PM and Christmas Day at 10:30 AM 



God in Jesus Christ, not just as an objective, detached 
report on what happened.  
     Miraculous births mean supernatural interventions. "God 
is at work here!" is the message. “This is no mere human 
event.”  
     Wondrous things happen in and through women in 
Luke's Gospel. They are the willing servants of the Lord 
God. The Holy Spirit works out God's power and purpose. 
Women seem to be ready for God's work in their lives, 
since they do not rely primarily on their own power, 
prestige, strength and status. In that culture, they did not 
have any of these. So, there was room for God in them!  
     The angel here is Gabriel, the same who in the Book of 
Daniel announces the fulfillment of salvation (Daniel 9:20-
25). Now, again, salvation will come to the human race. 
Since Mary has no power to achieve God's purposes on 
her own, she will open herself up to the indwelling of God's 
Spirit. Notice how it is said that she will be “overshadowed” 
by the Holy Spirit. The result is a new creation, as it was 
under the power of the Spirit in the Book of Genesis (See 
Genesis 1:2). The result is a renewal of creation, as it was 
under the cloud in the Desert of Sinai (See Exodus 40:34). 
     The One to be born will be called “Son of God,” that is, 
he will have a right relationship with God, just as a son has 
with a father. Later, he will be called "Son of Man”: again, 
from the Book of Daniel, meaning he will have a right 
relationship with the human race. This is Luke's Gospel in 
miniature: God is gracious in Jesus Christ through the 
powerful movement of the Holy Spirit. Mary becomes the 
first  disciple: the first to respond with humility and 
obedience. It is now up to us to conceive and to nurture the 
life of God in our own lives. By the initiative and the power 
of God's Holy Spirit, we bring Christ to a world from which 
he is largely shut out. The Church conceives and gives 
birth, the power of the Holy Spirit, to spiritual offspring and 
spiritual works that bring glory to God and establish the 
Kingdom on earth.  
 
    
2 Samuel 
 
     1 & 2 Samuel were originally one book in the Hebrew 
Scriptures. It was written most probably during the reign of 
King Solomon as a history of the royal court and was meant 
to establish the dynasty of King David, Solomon's father, on 
solid historical and religious foundations. The point of the 
passage we proclaim today is that God is making a 
covenant with David: God will be faithful; David and his 
descendants are invited to be faithful. The words “house of 
David” have several meanings: palace, temple, dynasty, 
family status. After the overthrow of the monarchy when no 

descendent of David sat on the throne of Israel, the 
covenant with David came to be understood in terms of a 
future ideal king from the line of David, eventually being 
seen as the promise of a Messiah.  
   
Romans 
 
     The Book of Romans closes with a doxology, a short 
hymn of praise to God. Paul interprets the prophecies of the 
Jewish Scriptures as having pointed to Jesus Christ in 
some veiled or mysterious way. Now, he says, the 
revelation of God is made clear in Jesus. Jesus is the 
Christ, the Anointed One of God. The Holy Spirit now 
makes it possible for believers to see in retrospect the full 
meaning of the prophets of old.  
 
    

 
CATHOLIC DOCTRINE 

 
See The Catechism of the Catholic Church #1987-2029 
 
     The Catholic Church teaches that by the grace of God 
we are transformed from a state of alienation from God to a 
state of righteousness with God. (The traditional words are: 
state of sin and state of grace.) We take each of these 
words seriously. Grace literally means gift. Now, a gift is 
never earned. If we work for a gift, it is no longer a gift; it is 
a wage. We truly believe that God has freely chosen to 
transform us from sinfulness to righteousness, not because 
we deserve it or have earned it but only because God 
chooses to do so for us out of love freely given.  
     We do not become right with God because of our 
actions, prayers, good deeds, penances, or through any 
other process that is ours. We become right with God only 
through the love of God, given us because of the merits of 
Jesus Christ our Savior. The power of the death and 
resurrection of Christ is the basis of our salvation; nothing 
else.  
     To be right with God is called the state of grace. We are 
in a condition of having been gifted by God. This gift, given 
because of the merits of Jesus Christ, consists in the very 
life of God created by God and imparted by God and 
abiding in us. At the very roots of our being, we have come 
to live in the power of the Holy Spirit and are able to do 
righteous acts. The state of grace makes it possible for us 
to do actions that are holy. Our behavior can be holy 
because holiness has been imparted to our very being.  
      Of course, we are still capable of sin if we deliberately 
choose to act contrary to the will of God. We can sin, but 



our humanness is not sinful in itself. By grace, we become 
partners with God in bringing God's very holiness to all 
that we touch. We may choose to separate ourselves from 
the grace (gift) of God by deliberate and willful opposition 
to the will of God. We lose the state of grace when we 
choose to turn away from God in matters that are serious. 
Mortal sin is that kind of choice which repudiates God's 
grace and leaves us “ungraced” or in a mortal or deadly 
condition. When we have lost the life of God in us which is 
grace, then we are dead or in a state of mortal sin.  
      At the very core of the Catholic tradition stands this 
belief and this teaching. God's grace makes us good and 
acceptable to God. We are transformed by grace into 
holiness which comes from God. Holiness is not ours by 
nature. It is a gift from God, given and added to our 
humanness. The theologians say that grace perfects 
nature. The grace of God is not only very compatible with 
our human natures but actually brings our human nature 
to a sharing in the divine nature. Some Christians are very 
much opposed to this teaching.  
  

v 
 
 

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION 
 
    
     1. What can we learn about Mary from this passage? 
Describe the values that seem to guide her everyday life. 
Be real about evaluating her concerns. What kind of 
personality did she have? What were some of her 
religious beliefs? Where was the center of her attention? 
What other things were also part of her attention, if not at 
the center? Compare her concerns with those of the 
Church today. Are there differences? Why? 
 
     2. What are the traditional "feminine" qualities which 
are offered to us for imitation here? How can these 
typically feminine traits be incorporated into the 
personalities of Christian men? How can they be seen a 
complementing the usual masculine traits? Are men to be 
considered less masculine when they absorb and live out 
the characteristics of the Virgin Mary?  
 
     3. Study the response of Mary to the Lord's invitation. 
What elements does it contain which we would do well to 
incorporate into our prayers and into our response to 
God's call?  Do you see eagerness to do God's will in your 
own life, in the life of your family, in the life of the Church? 
Do you see a concern that without God's power we can do 

nothing? Are we satisfied that we can and should proceed 
once we have heard God's answer to our questions?  
 

SUGGESTION FOR CHRISTIAN ACTION 
 

Commitment to God results in acts of Christian ministry or 
service. A group or a parish is not really a Christian 
community unless it engages regularly in corporate 
actions which serve the Reign of God: evangelization, 
celebration or worship, and service to the world which God 
has made. A group which seeks to become a Christian 
community must choose a ministry or a service which it 
can render together, to engage itself in the works of 
mercy.  
 

v 
 

Watch the Video 
 

Please watch the reflection on the weekly readings 
prepared by the staff at Parish of the Holy Eucharist.  It 
can be found on the parish website at www.pothe.org or 
you may obtain copies of the DVD at the parish office. 
See www.POTHE.org to watch the video or use the DVD 
provided by the parish. 
 
 
Prayers of Intercession 
 
Conclude with the “Our Father” 
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