
Catholicism Series 

Reflection in Preparation for Class on September 26 

Holy Martyrs Parish Hall / 6:30-8:00 PM 

#1 

 
Dear fellow parishioners,  

Below is one of a few reflections I would like to send to you in preparation for next Monday’s 

class.  I am hoping that this is done as part of your prayer during the week.  If I can get my act 

together, I would like to send you one a day hoping that it will make a big difference when you 

come to discuss the topic with me.  This is completely optional and do it only if you think it is 

useful.  Maybe together we will share faith grow in our love for God. 

 
 

The Kingdom of God      Matthew 4:12-17 

The Beginning of the Galilean Ministry. 

When he heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew to Galilee.  He left Nazareth and went 

to live in Capernaum by the sea, in the region of Zebulun and Naphtali that what had been said 

through Isaiah the prophet might be fulfilled: “Land of Zebulun and land of Naphtali, the way to 

the sea, beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles, the people who sit in darkness have seen a 

great light, on those dwelling in a land overshadowed by death light has arisen.”  From that time 

on, Jesus began to preach and say, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” 

 

Jesus and Beelzebul.       Matthew 7:22-28  

Then they brought to him a demoniac who was blind and mute. He cured the mute person so that 

he could speak and see.  All the crowd was astounded, and said, “Could this perhaps be the Son 

of David?”  But when the Pharisees heard this, they said, “This man drives out demons only by 

the power of Beelzebul, the prince of demons.”  But he knew what they were thinking and said to 

them, “Every kingdom divided against itself will be laid waste, and no town or house divided 

against itself will stand.  And if Satan drives out Satan, he is divided against himself; how, then, 

will his kingdom stand?  And if I drive out demons by Beelzebul, by whom do your own people 

drive them out?  Therefore, they will be your judges.  But if it is by the Spirit of God that I drive 

out demons, then the kingdom of God has come upon you. 

 

What is this kingdom of God that has come upon us? 

 

The Catechism of the Catholic Church says: 
 

541 "Now after John was arrested, Jesus came into Galilee, preaching the gospel of God, and 

saying: 'The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand: repent, and believe in the 

gospel.'"  "To carry out the will of the Father Christ inaugurated the kingdom of heaven on 

earth."   Now the Father's will is "to raise up men to share in his own divine life".  He does this 

by gathering men around his Son Jesus Christ. This gathering is the Church, "on earth the seed 

and beginning of that kingdoms". 



542 Christ stands at the heart of this gathering of men into the "family of God". By his word, 

through signs that manifest the reign of God, and by sending out his disciples, Jesus calls all 

people to come together around him. But above all in the great Paschal mystery - his death on the 

cross and his Resurrection - he would accomplish the coming of his kingdom. "And I, when I am 

lifted up from the earth, will draw all men to myself." Into this union with Christ all men are 

called. 

 

 

Couple of things to notice today: 

 

The coming of the Kingdom of God is inaugurated with the coming of Jesus. 

Jesus is closely identified with the coming of the Kingdom of God. 

 

For additional reflection… 
 

 

Lumen Gentium, Vatican II, paragraph 3 states: 

The Son, therefore, came, sent by the Father. It was in Him, before the foundation of the world, 

that the Father chose us and predestined us to become adopted sons, for in Him it pleased the 

Father to re-establish all things.  To carry out the will of the Father, Christ inaugurated the 

Kingdom of heaven on earth and revealed to us the mystery of that kingdom. By His obedience 

He brought about redemption. The Church, or, in other words, the kingdom of Christ now 

present in mystery, grows visibly through the power of God in the world. This inauguration and 

this growth are both symbolized by the blood and water which flowed from the open side of a 

crucified Jesus, and are foretold in the words of the Lord referring to His death on the Cross: 

"And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all things to myself".  As often as the sacrifice 

of the cross in which Christ our Passover was sacrificed, is celebrated on the altar, the work of 

our redemption is carried on, and, in the sacrament of the eucharistic bread, the unity of all 

believers who form one body in Christ is both expressed and brought about. All men are called to 

this union with Christ, who is the light of the world, from whom we go forth, through whom we 

live, and toward whom our whole life strains.  

 

 

MORE TOMORROW, I HOPE 

Fr. Daniel 

 

 


