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SCRIPTURE PASSAGES FOR REFLECTION 
 
Philippians 2:5-11 
Have among yourselves the same attitude that is also yours in Christ Jesus, Who,  
though he was in the form of God,  
did not regard equality with God something to be grasped.  
Rather, he emptied himself, 
taking the form of a slave, 
coming in human likeness; 
and found human in appearance, 
he humbled himself, 
becoming obedient to death, even death on a cross. 
Because of this, God greatly exalted him 
and bestowed on him the name 
that is above every name, 
that at the name of Jesus 
every knee should bend, of those in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
and every tongue confess that 
Jesus Christ is Lord, 
to the glory of God the Father. 
 
Answer the following question: 
This is an early church hymn found in Paul’s letter to the Philippians.  What do you think it is saying about 
Jesus? 
 
 
 

Matthew 16:13-17 
When Jesus went into the region of Caesarea Philippi he asked his disciples, “Who do people say that the Son 
of Man is?”. They replied, “Some say John the Baptist, others Elijah, still others Jeremiah or one of the 
prophets.” He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?”  Simon Peter said in reply, “You are the Messiah, 
the Son of the living God.” Jesus said to him in reply, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah. For flesh and blood 
has not revealed this to you, but my heavenly Father.   
 
Answer the following question: 
It looks like Jesus was putting Peter on the spot.  Why do you think that Jesus did this? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Matthew 10:37-39 
Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me, and whoever loves son or daughter more 
than me is not worthy of me; and whoever does not take up his cross and follow after me is not worthy of me.  
Whoever finds his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life for my sake will find it. 
 
Answer the following question: 
What is the meaning of Jesus saying, “is not worthy of me”? 
 
 
 
 

Mark 10:26-33 
The disciples were amazed at his words. So Jesus again said to them in reply, “Children, how hard it is to enter 
the kingdom of God! It is easier for a camel to pass through [the] eye of [a] needle than for one who is rich to 
enter the kingdom of God.” They were exceedingly astonished and said among themselves, “Then who can be 
saved?” Jesus looked at them and said, “For human beings it is impossible, but not for God. All things are 
possible for God.”   
 
Peter began to say to him, “We have given up everything and followed you.”  Jesus said, “Amen, I say to you, 
there is no one who has given up house or brothers or sisters or mother or father or children or lands for my 
sake and for the sake of the gospel who will not receive a hundred times more now in this present age: houses 
and brothers and sisters and mothers and children and lands, with persecutions, and eternal life in the age to 
come. But many that are first will be last, and [the] last will be first.”  
 
They were on the way, going up to Jerusalem, and Jesus went ahead of them. They were amazed, and those 
who followed were afraid.  
 
Answer the following question: 
What do you find amazing about Jesus and how might you be afraid of Jesus? 
 
 
 

Questions for later in class 
1. How is Jesus and Christianity different from other religious leaders and major world religions? 

 
   

2. Why is it so important for the Church to teach that Jesus is both fully God and fully human? 
 
 

3. In reflecting on your own understanding of Jesus, would you say you have a low Christology or a high 
Christology?  How might you focusing on the opposite end of the spectrum fill out your own 
understanding of Jesus? 
 
 

4. How can I demonstrate in my private and public life my belief in Jesus who is  both God and human? 
 
 


